V oice Prints Held 
VaUd}forJll^i^ 
Evidence in Court 


i- ANNAPOLIS, April 7 (UPl)— The 

- Court ‘ of Special Appeals handed 

- Maryland police a significant crime 

fighting tool today when it ruled that 
results obtained from spectrographs — ^ 

; voice prints-rKjan be admitted as evi- „ ^ 
\cr 'dence. ; , . v ' ■ /. ...-J 

^ Maryland thus beconie : the ' six1;h ; 

State to allow the controversial tests , 
I ’ to be admitted into evidence. . ' “ 

The ruling upheld the rape convic- 
‘ tion of James Reed, who was charged 
with assaulting a Mbntgome^ry County 
C- woman in 1974 and .^hose voice was 

■ later taped by county police. ^ ‘ ' 

' Court records . said the tape was / 

■ ^ made as Reed telephoned his victim* 

to arrange another meeting.' He was ^ ' 
subsequently arrested;“^* -:^iy^ i 
The woman was . unable i;- to physi- 
. cally identify Re^edJ^. a 
|;^iit she^ did-rideht^^ 

SSbecbqgr apiv 

■|5;^ice witlithete^li&tid^ 

HfeMarjdarid law^ Obf-sid^ 

p ^^fic ; tests tb-'h^ 

i.^ints :^d iri;^{v;Ja 

The coim^ that scieptisjS 

^ over - the ..abcuracy of 'spi^to^j^ 

KSj^hs, but it Was convinced^ that to 
X^snould be admitted into evidence. 
&^'^‘What has b^^ proven' ' accepta- 
|f ble scientifically is usually legally ad- 
|£;missible evidence, but what - is legally 
I nadmissible is not necessarily scientifi- . ; 
cally accepted, the .fuling'sa^^^^'^.^^^^^ 


